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Flooring

Our latest tests yield 13 top values

ouip oAk is still America’s fa-

vorite flooring for style, and vinyl

wins if you're on a budget. But

lower prices and improved perfor-
mance for bamboo make it a top pick when
it comes to toughness.

In our tests of almost 50 floorings,
EcoTimber’s Woven Honey bamboo beat a
bevy of hardwoods with its impressive
resistance to wear and dents. Yet at $5.50
per square foot, it costs more than one-
third less than some solid-oak floorings.

Bamboo is more ble than trees
because that fast-growing grass can be
harvested in as little as four years. The Eco-
Timber and last year’s top-scoring Teragren
are part of an industry move tostrand bam-
boo, which is shredded into fibers to make
it harder than the usual strips. Lower-
emissions adhesives are another benefit.

You'll pay even less for the best plastic-
laminate flooring and get the look of wood
or stone and “floating” installation with-
out nails or glue. But our tests, which in-
clude months of simulated foot traffic,
spills, and other abuse, show that big
names don’t always deliver durability.

6 top-selling floorings: What you get, what you pay

Pergo is the biggest name in plastic-
laminate flooring, which typically uses a
clear wear layer over a photo of wood or
stone. Butin our abrasion tests, two Pergo
products showed wear far sooner than the
top-scoring Armstrong. Long wear is espe-
cially critical for laminate flooring because
itcan't be refinished.

And though vinyl is the only water-
proof alternative to tile for baths, perfor-
mance varied even from lines within the
same brand. Congoleum is a best-selling
vinyl brand. Its premium DuraCeramic
Sierra Slate did best in our tests. But its
entry-level Pacesetter scored last among
vinyl and among the lowest overall.

How to choose
See the box below for pros, cons, and pric-
es for each of the six major flooring types.
Then see our recommendations for top
picks. Here are other shopping tips:
Gauge the traffic. The best vinyl floor-
ing for kitchens is also best for baths be-
cause moisture and spills won't damage
it. The two Lumber Liquidators solid floor-
ings we tested and the three lowest-
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1. SOLID WOOD/BAMBOO

Best for natural warmthin a
kitchen; can be sanded and
refinished several times,

But poor choice for baths and
other damp places. Wood can
discolor and wear quickly and
tends to dent. Hard to install.

Price $7to S12 persq. ft.
4.VINYL

Best for baths and budget
kitchens. Easy installation.
Resists wear, moisture,
stains, and sun damage.
Some looks more like stone.

But even the best still looks
like vinyl up close.

Price $3to $7 per sq. ft.
Note: Prices include installation
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2. ENGINEERED WOOD

Best for easy installation.

Veneer over substrate; most
can be nailed, stapled, glued,
or floated. May be refinished.

But poor choice for baths;
can be damaged by spills.
Wears quickly and dents easily.

Price $5to $10 persq. ft
5. LINOLEUM

Best for those whowanta
natural, resifient material.
Fine for baths; tends to resist
moisture, dents, and sunlight.

But wear and scratch
resistance varied. Viny! still
offers more choices for less.
Price 54 10 $9 per sq. ft.

3. PLASTIC LAMINATE

Best for toughness, choice,
easy installation; can be
floated. The best have better
finish wear than some wood.

But poor choice for baths;
can be damaged by big spills.
Can't be refinished.

Price $41t0 58 per sq. ft.

6. CERAMICTILE

Best for baths or kitchens
with a bigger budget. Tends
to resist wear, most damage.

But hard surface can break
dropped items. Difficult to
install. Tile can crack, and
grout can stain.

Price $8 to $15 per sq. ft
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